Industry project for smarter energy use
Case Study: Lyn Gale and Ty Maidment,
Swathalbyn, South Australia
Almost 80 farms across SA have now participated in a dairy shed
energy assessment as part of the on-going Dairy Australia project.
Lyn Gale and Ty Maidment had their shed assessed by Chris
Harding from “The Energy Guys” in May 2014.

“Power prices have really gone up but we don’t really have the
skills to identify where to look first to reduce our costs. The
assessment provides us with the knowledge to make targeted
changes to our system,” Ty said.

Lyn found the assessment ran smoothly and was relatively easy,
“it opened our eyes to a few options, the quicker we react to this
information the quicker we will see the benefits,” said Lyn.

“I would thoroughly recommend other farmers take the time to
have an assessment. It really isn’t much effort but it gives you
piece of mind that you have done what you can to reduce your
costs. It was very good.”

“The assessment highlighted to us that there was an issue with
our power bills, our hot water was being charged at peak rate,
while the “J” tariff was being assigned to another meter. Chris
identified that there was a problem, we then got an electrician to
confirm which meter the hot water service was on. With the
confirmation by the electrician we were able to contact our power
provider (by phone) and they then revised our bill, the change was
backdated 2.5 years meaning that we were reimbursed around
$6,000. If it were not for the assessment it is likely we would have
kept paying the bills and never noticed that we were paying too
much,” Lyn said.
“Chris was extremely helpful, his knowledge of dairy meant that
he asked the right questions, and was able to offer practical
solutions. We spent a lot of time on the phone in order to sort out
the metering issue but it was worthwhile.”

Ty said that they have also taken the time to review the low cost
options to reduce power consumption. This has included
checking with Agridairies if a reduction in hot water temperature
from 90 degrees to 80 will still provide for their cleaning needs.
“This reduction will save money but will not compromise our
cleaning so we have made the change,” said Lyn.
The other change that Lyn plans to implement is a heat recovery
system. “It has big advantages for us, we will use heat from the
compressors to preheat hot water again resulting in further
cost savings.”
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